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Thirteenth Meeting of the Latin Club 

CHANGE OF PLACE 

The tbirteentli regular meeting of The New 
York Latin Club is called for Saturday, Decem- 
ber 3, at 12 M, in the Hotel St Denis, comer of 
Broadway and Eleventh Street, New York. 
Professor John C. Eolfe of the University of 
Pennsylvania, will address the club. The sub- 
ject will ba announced later, -ill pereons who 
are interested, whether teachers of Latin or not, 
are cordially invited to be present. The plan 
is to sierve luncheon at 12 M, promptly, so that 
there shall be no delay. The address wiU follow 
the luncheon, and adjournment will occur about 
2 PM, thus leaving the afternoon still mi- 
broken, for those ivho attend. Please send a 
postal card at once to the Sec'y, Mr A L Hodges, 
309 W 101 st, N Y, if you intend to be present, 
so that we may inform Mr Taylor, the proprietor 
of the hotel , how many to expect. Please attend 
to this at once. 

The price of the limcheon will be 75 cents 
to members, $1.00 to others. A ticket entitling 
a member to the three luncheons of the yearjcan 
be secured of the Secretary in advance for $2.00. 

Out-of-town teachers may find it convenient 
to be in the city on the day announced. 

Information as to the conditions of member- 
ship in The Latin Club can be had at this 
meeting, or by refening to Nos 3 and 10 of 
The Latin Liaflet, or by addressing the Secre- 
tary 

H H BICE, President 
A L HODGES, Secretary 

Lucretius and Vergil __^ 

IN TWO PARTS— PART "iL X . 

Vergil's religion is curiously illustrated by 
that of Lucretius. Their opinions "on man, 
on nature, and on human life", most unlike in 



kind and content, show nevertheless a certain 
likeness in the strange manner in which they 
are held — in the precarious conditions of their 
tenure. For Lucretius and Vergil are, each of 
them, possessed of a permanent feeling, which, 
again and again, in each its opposite tempo- 
rarily but strongly displaces. 

Lucretius, a citizen of late republican Rome, 
beholds in the world the image of his country's 
polity,— a complex of law-abiding atoms, qo\- 
erned not by sonie central personal power of 
godhead above, but by a spontaneous rule (II 
1090 sqq) born as it were from the inner neces- 
sity of nature. The universe, for him, is de- 
termined, — self-determined: learn, then, the 
Nature of Things, and you shall know what 
you have to expect (III 1071 sqq). Be it 
good or bad, at least it is not arbitrary; or sub- 
ject to the caprice of gods made in the image 
of weak-kneed men. If good, so much gain ; 
if bad, no disappointment: and he who sits 
calmly and unambitiously within the impreg- 
nable stronghold of his soul has nothing to 
fear. Lucretius's answer to the riddle of the 
Sphinx is plain : Epicurean law in the outer 
world. Stoical endurance in the inner: — an 
answer which, enthroning tlie ancient Roman 
fortitude upon a Greek tragical conviction of 
uniformity in nature, embodies his classical, his 
permanent feeling. 

But the solid specious edifice of this cos- 
mology sometimes rocks as with tempest or 
secret earthquake; its foundations tremble as 
if undermined hy an enemy; and Lucretius, 
posing even to himself as a thorough material- 
ist, interested strictly in a machinery of atoms, 
now and again discloses in a shudder his doubt 
and vague foreboding of what may lie "be- 
yond the flaming ramparts of the world" (I 

73)- 

The gods, for instance. — are they really just 
agreeable figure-heads, placidly sunning them- 
selves above the jar and turmoil of nature 
(II 1904 sqq, III 18), and, like the philosopher 
himself (II 7), looking down unperturbed 
upon human vanity? What if these disinter- 



